CHAPTER XLI

& PAVING CONTRACTOR PUTS ME ON THE PAVING

I WAS the only Republican elected that year.
But for this exception the Democrats would
have made a clean sweep of the city. If the
editor had not charged me with being illit-
erate I would neither have been nominated
nor elected. When I appeared before au-
diences in the "swell end" of town and wrote
My lessons on my little slate, I gained their
sympathy. They believed in fair play. And
I found I had not lost their support by
thrashing the editor.

Nearly all of the mill workers in Elwood
voted for me. I supposed that I had made
many personal enemies among the men by
refusing to take their grievances up with the
bosses when I thought the men were wrong.
But the election proved they were my friends
after all. The confidence of my own fellows
pleased me greatly. Later on, the men as a
further token of their good will clubbed
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